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Preparing for the next one 
hundred years: The Centennial 
Challenge

As the national park service nears its 
100th anniversary in 2016, the parks 
are preparing for another century of 
environmental leadership, stewardship, 
recreational experience, education, and 
professional excellence. As a result, you 
will notice some positive changes. More 
park rangers will be available this sum-
mer to interact with you during your 
visit. More underserved students will 
be able to attend Yosemite Institute’s 
field science program. The Happy Isles 
Nature Center will become the hub of 
Junior Ranger Programs in the park, 
including extended hours and a greater 
variety of program options for youth 
visiting the park. 

Part of the Centennial Challenge is a 
landmark public-private partnership 
program. As part of this, The Yosemite 
Fund and Yosemite National Park have 
joined efforts to make improvements  
to the Tunnel View scenic overlook. To 
enhance visitor experience, protection 
of resources, and safety, members of 
The Yosemite Fund are contributing  
$2 million, while $1 million is coming 
from a special match from the National 
Park Service. 
 
 

On-going Projects

Yosemite National Park is a complex 
place to manage. The National Park 
Service strives to protect park resources 
while providing an excellent experience 
for park visitors. In order to fulfill this 
important mission, a number of park 
improvement projects are currently 
underway, including:
•	 Management plans for the Merced 

and Tuolumne Rivers and their  
environs.

•	 Development of a Comprehensive 
Interpretive Plan to guide education 
and interpretation programming.

•	 Accessibility improvements for people 
with disabilities.

•	 Ecological restoration efforts that will 
improve meadow and river areas.

Entrance Fees

To help the National Park Service,  
Congress authorized the Recreation  
Fee Program. In addition to providing 
admission into Yosemite, your fees sup-
port projects in the park as well as other 
sites in the National Park System. When 
you visit a Fee site, you help the Nation-
al Park Service preserve and protect our 
nation’s heritage for future generations.

Projects Completed Include:
•	 Increasing ranger presence and  

interpretive programming in park 
campgrounds.

•	 Renovation of the Valley Visitor Cen-
ter Theater, Lobby, and Exhibit Hall.

•	 Refurbishing roads, trails, and utilities 
throughout the park.

40th Anniversary of the Wild & 
Scenic Rivers Act

This year, the nation celebrates 40 years 
of free-flowing rivers thanks to the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act. Yosemite is world 
renowned for its domes and water-
falls. But equally iconic and central to 
the park’s identity are its two federally 
designated wild and scenic rivers—the 
Merced and the Tuolumne. To learn 
more about wild and scenic rivers, visit 
www.rivers.gov.

What’s  
Happening
Improvement Efforts in Yosemite

Stay Connected
National parks help connect us 
with places that tell the stories 
of what is truly special about 
America. A visit to a national 
park can bring about memories 
that will last a lifetime. After 
you arrive home, these are some 
ways you can stay connected 
with your Yosemite experience:

•	 Learn more about the state of 
the park. A series of monthly 
open houses is conducted to 
inform visitors about the latest 
improvement projects occurring 
in the park.

•	 Sign up to be on the Yosemite 
mailing list. A quarterly 	
Planning Update and a monthly 
e-mail newsletter are each 	
available. To sign up for either 
or both of these publications, 
sign up at any visitor center 
or send your email address to 
yose_planning@nps.gov.

•	 Support one of Yosemite’s park 
partner organizations (see page 
23). The Yosemite Association 
and The Yosemite Fund are 
both nonprofit organizations 
that support the National Park 
Service’s mission of protecting 
this special place for future 
generations.

•	 Volunteer your time or exper-
tise. Individuals or groups can 	
participate in service projects 	
in Yosemite.

•	 Take part in a planning process. 
Yosemite’s planning efforts can 
only truly succeed with the help 
of public involvement. As the 
park moves forward with plans 
for various improvements, let 
your voice be heard. Sign up on 
the park’s mailing list or visit the 
planning web page at www.nps.
gov/yose/planning.

•	 Come back and spend some 
more time in this amazing park!

During your visit
This year, visitors to Yosemite may notice a flurry of activity throughout the park. 	
Many projects may be less apparent than others, while some may cause temporary 	
inconveniences. 

However, each one plays a valuable part in the bigger picture of Yosemite’s future—	
to improve the visitor experience while preserving the park’s treasured natural 	
and cultural resources, both today and for future generations.

To Learn more about Park 
Improvements Efforts 

visit online at 
www.nps.gov/yose/parkmgmt/

planning

This year, the park will complete improvements at Tunnel View, one of the park’s most popular scenic overlooks. Traffic patterns, pedestrian areas, trail access, and educa-
tional exhibits will all be updated and improved. Sketch courtesy of The Yosemite Fund, created by RHAA. 

Above Left: Tuolumne River. Photo by Victoria Mates
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The Ansel Adams Gallery

The Ansel Adams Gallery, owned by the 
family of photographer Ansel Adams 
since 1902, is a center that celebrates 
the arts and the natural grandeur of our 
environment. It cultivates an aesthetic 
appreciation and concern for our world 
by offering visitors a unique variety of 
literature and art, as well as programs 
that inspire creativity. Visit online at 
www.anseladamsgallery.com

DNC Parks & Resorts  
at Yosemite

DNC Parks & Resorts at Yosemite 
(DNC) operates hotels, restaurants, 
sightseeing tours, recreational activities, 
interpretive programs, stores, shuttles 
and service stations in the park under 
contract with the U.S. Department  
of the Interior. DNC encourages its 
employees to develop a strong relation-
ship with the park during their tenure. 
For more information and employment 
opportunities with DNC at Yosemite, 
visit online at www.YosemitePark.com 

Yosemite Association

The Yosemite Association (Association) 
is a nonprofit membership organization 
that provides opportunities for people 
to learn about, enjoy, and experience 
Yosemite National Park and the Sierra 
Nevada. We celebrate the majesty and 
grandeur of this region through our 
visitor services, publications, outdoor 
classroom, and membership activities, 
which give people of all ages the chance 
to forge an enduring and inspirational 
connection to Yosemite. This, in turn, 
builds a commitment to the long-term 
preservation and vitality of Yosemite 
and our National Parks. Since 1923,  
the Association has provided important 
services and financial support to the 
National Park Service. Anyone who 
loves Yosemite and wishes to be become 
more closely involved and affiliated with 
the park will enjoy membership in the 
Association. For more information, visit 
park bookstores or www.yosemite.org.

The Yosemite Fund

The Fund provides broad-based  
private funding from 27,000 members 
for projects that preserve, protect, or 
enhance Yosemite Park. Fund opera-
tions result in material improvement 
in the stewardship and quality of 
Yosemite’s natural, cultural or histori-
cal resources or the visitor experience. 
Fund grants repair trails, restore habitat, 
conduct scientific research, enhance 
visitor education, preserve park history, 
and protect wildlife. Since 1988 the 
Fund has provided over $50 million to 
complete more than 200 projects. Visit 
online at www.yosemitefund.org. 

Yosemite Institute

Since 1971, thousands of school-age 
children have benefited from learn-
ing in “nature’s classroom” through 
the residential field-science programs 
offered by Yosemite Institute (YI). A YI 
experience strives to foster a life-long 
connection to the natural world—
whether it is in Yosemite, on a city street 
or in our own backyards. YI also offers 
professional development for teachers, 
summer youth programs, backpacking 
adventures, community outreach pro-
grams and service learning projects. For 
more information, visit www.yni.org/yi.

Contact Us...
The Ansel Adams Gallery
PO Box 455	
Yosemite, CA 95389	
209/372-4413	
209/372-4714 fax	
www.anseladams.com

DNC Parks & Resorts 
at Yosemite
PO Box 578	
Yosemite, CA 95389	
801/559-5000	
www.yosemitepark.com

Yosemite Association
PO Box 230	
El Portal, CA 95318	
209/379-2646	
209/379-2486 fax	
www.yosemite.org

The Yosemite Fund
155 Montgomery St. #1104	
San Francisco, CA 94104	
800/469-7275 or 415/434-1782	
www.yosemitefund.org

Yosemite Institute
PO Box 487	
Yosemite, CA 95389	
209/379-9511	
209/379-9510 fax	
www.yni.org

 

Supporting  
Your Park

Providing for Yosemite’s Future

Enhance the Visitor’s Experience
It takes a legion of people working together to protect this special park for you and future 
generations of visitors. You, too, can extend your connection to Yosemite well after you 
return home by getting involved with the organizations that partner to preserve Yosemite. 

This publication was made possible by the Yosemite Park Partners listed on this 
page. Read more below or visit www.yosemitepartners.org to learn more about helping 
these organizations provide for the future of Yosemite National Park.

Illustration by Tom Whitworth

Above right: El Capitan. NPS Photo
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Highcountry Meadow. Photo by Ken Watson




