Executive Summary

Introduction

his Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (FEIS/EIR) has been prepared to

assist the public, the National Park Service (Park Service), and the California State Lands Commission
(CSLC) in formulating a wetlands restoration plan for the Waldo Giacomini Ranch (Giacomini Ranch) and
Olema Marsh. Together, the 550-acre Giacomini Ranch and 63-acre Olema Marsh represent the Project Area

for the Giacomini Wetland Restoration Project (proposed project).

Since early 1900s, levees constructed at the southern end of Tomales Bay for roads and dairy farms have
served to hydrologically disconnect Lagunitas Creek and its tributaries from their floodplains. Infrastructure
such as levees, tidegates, and culverts, as well as intensive agricultural management, has degraded the
condition of these wetlands and substantially reduced hydrologic and ecological functionality of what was once
of the largest integrated tidal marsh complexes in Tomales Bay. Hydrologically connected, natural wetlands
provide many important functions and services for humans and wildlife, including floodwater retention, water
quality improvement, wildlife habitat and food supply, recreational opportunities, and support of mariculture
and fisheries industries. As two-thirds of Tomales Bay’s freshwater inflow passes through the Project Area,
these wetlands probably once played an integral role in maintaining health of Tomales Bay, which has
deteriorated over the last century because of excessive sedimentation, water and sediment quality problems,
non-native species invasions, and other issues.

The proposed project would restore natural hydrologic processes to a
significant portion of the Project Area, thereby promoting restoration
of ecological processes and functions. By removing levees, tidegates,
and culverts, floodwaters of Lagunitas and other Project Area creeks
that carry sediment, nutrients, and other pollutants would be able to
flood onto historic floodplains to be filtered and transformed by the
restored wetlands. This hydrologic reconnection would be expected to
decrease flooding within the local community and improve water
quality within the Project Area and Tomales Bay. In addition, it would
increase habitat and food resources for wildlife within the watershed
and would provide opportunities for public enjoyment and education
through inclusion of public access trails, viewing overlooks and
platforms, and interpretative exhibits.

The Park Service is acting as the lead NEPA agency and principal project proponent and manager. The Park
Service owns the Giacomini Ranch (ES Figures 1 and 2). A portion of Lagunitas Creek and some tidal lands
are owned and managed by the CSLC, who is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The Park Service also owns a small portion of Olema Marsh; the other portion is owned by the non-
profit organization, Audubon Canyon Ranch (ACR), which is actively working with the Park Service and CSLC
on the proposed project.

Need for Action

More Than 50 Percent of Wetlands in Tomales Bay Lost or
Degraded

Excessive sedimentation in the Tomales Bay watershed during the late 1800s from logging and agricultural
development resulted in large-scale conversion of open water and mudflats to vegetated marsh, nearly
doubling vegetated wetland acreage in the bay. However, many of Tomales Bay’s tidal marshes were
subsequently filled or hydrologically disconnected from creeks and the bay by construction of levees or
earthen berms for roads,
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