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Science Fiction Pioneer!

Steamships and locomotives,
electric telegraphic messages
and true image daguerreo-
types--these were sign posts
to an age when scientific
possibilities and human
progress seemed limitless.

Marvelous scientific discover-
ies and amazing technological
inventions sparked the imagi-
nation of 19th century writers.
A new literary genre arose as
writers grappled with the ideas
and points of view of a fast
changing society.

Edgar Allan Poe, ever atten-
tive to the temper of his
times, capitalized on his
readers fascination, and at
times gullibility, with tales of
fantastic balloon voyages,
feats of mesmerism, and the
nature and origin of the uni-
verse.

"these things are in the future”

Mankind's imagination soared
with the first balloon flight.
Poe featured balloon flights in
some of his most imaginative
tales.

In "The Unparalled Adven-
tures of One Hans Pfaal" Poe
tells a story of an impover-
ished bellows mender who
escapes his creditors by build-
ing a balloon and flying to the
moon.
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In "Mellonta Tauta" (translated
as "these things are in the
future"),Poe satirized 19th
century society from the
viewpoint of a balloonist in
the year 2848.

In 1844, the New York Sun
newspaper played a hoax on
its readers by presenting as a
true event, Poe's tall-tale of a
"Steering Balloon" crossing
the Atlantic Ocean in the
“incredibly brief period of
Three Days.” The article
announced:

"The great problem is at
length solved! The air, as
well as the earth and the
ocean, has been subdued by
science, and will become a
common and convenient
highway for mankind."
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